
 

  Newsletter 
 

Important Dates 
Please refer to our website 
calendar for a full list of 2020 
school dates 

 

March 7 

Welcome BBQ 3-5pm 

 

March 9 

Photo Day 

Anaphylaxis Talk 

 

March 10 

P&C Meeting 7.30 

 

March 11 

Yoga Starts 

 

March 23 – April 3 

Parent/Teacher Interviews 

 

April 9 

Easter Hat Parade 

 

April 10 

Last Day of Term 1 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Celebrating Kindness 
 

 
 
At RLPS we recognize 24 character strengths to help students develop awareness 
about their capability and how to be their best. This week we have been focusing 
on the strength of kindness. Students were given the challenge to be on the lookout 
for genuine acts of kindness. We asked them to make note when they saw people 
being generous, nurturing and caring without any expectation of reward. It came as 
no surprise that our students value kindness and are able to recognise it when they 
see it.  
 
The students pictured above initiated discussions about kind act and people they 
observed. It is clear from the smiles on their faces that being kind, receiving 
kindness and talking about kindness makes everyone involved very happy. We will 
continue to have discussions about kindness and recognize it to ensure students 
value it as a strength and are able to exercise it regularly. 
 
 
Dan Sprange 
Principal 
 
 
 

Term 1, Week 6 Friday 6 March 2020 
 



   

 

 

       

Lock Down Drill 
This week we conducted a lock 
down drill. This involves an alarm 
being triggered and lock down 
procedures being activated. 
During a lock down all students 
and staff are locked inside to 
prevent a potential intruder from 
entering. Blinds are pulled down 
and staff make contact with 
office staff if needed. During the 
drill teachers provided students 
with advice about the drill and 
the need to follow procedures. 
Doing drills like this assists RLPS 
to improve our response to 
potential emergency situations 
and keeps everyone safe. 
  
  
  
 
 
 
 

 
Project Based Learning 

Project Based Learning (PBL) is a teaching approach which allows students 
to be engaged in sustained inquiry processes which result in deep 
understanding. Typically this involves solving a design or investigation 
problem over a sustained number of weeks. The subject matter is often 
embedded in the real world and because of this students are highly 
motivated to think deeper and harder to find resolution. Students work 
together on some or all aspects and rely on peer feedback against agreed 
criteria to improve their understanding. PBL is not discovery learning as 
students are given clear criteria and explicit teaching of the basic elements 
they require to build their deep understanding. It is their job to use that 
understanding, criteria and cycles of feedback and reflection to solve the 
problem. This type of learning is highly valued at RLPS because it places 
students in a position to develop high order skills which serve them well in 
situations to which they have not been specifically prepared for. Creativity, 
collaboration and the exercising of abstract thought processes to make new 
and important connections are other important aspects of PBL.  Students 
who complete PBL experiences often talk about the voice and ownership 
that comes with these learning sequences. The graphics below explain the 
teaching practices and design elements which are essential to effective PBL. 
To support strong PBL implementation our teachers will be led by Mr 
Brittain and Ms Tang. Both teachers have a passion for PBL and are trained 
in best practice around PBL. 

 



 

 

 

RLPS Shares Writing Success 
This week Ms Tang and Mr Sprange were 
invited to present how we teach writing 
at a school network event. RLPS has been 
recognized for the above average growth 
we achieve using the principals of Visible 
Learning and strong teacher 
collaboration. Participants were 
impressed with the growth many 
students have achieved and the 
processes teachers use to reflect, work 
together and refine teaching practices. 
Well done students and teachers. 
  
  
  
 
 
 
 

Student Leadership 
We love seeing the passion students have for a cause become something powerful through their leadership. Last 
week we witnessed Ava and Luca work hard to raise awareness and money for The Children’s Hospital. Ava has a 
sick brother Max who is receiving treatment and with Lucas she took it upon herself to support in the best way 
she could. They created an Art Club which raised enough money ($148) to purchase some lovely books which 
they will donate to the hospital. We are very grateful to the Hill Of Content Bookshop in Balmain for providing a 
25% discount on the books, allowing more books to be purchased.  

 



 

 

BirdlifeOz  
  State Life Saving 

Congratulations to Sienna for 
qualifying for the 2020 State 
Life Saving competition. Sienna 
competed in a range of events 
including running, board riding 
and swimming during the three 
day competition.  

 

RLPS has partnered with Well Street to provide lunch time Yoga and relaxation. Well Street are experienced 
practitioners and work in other schools. If you are interested in your child attending head to the Well Street website 
and reserve a spot (see below). 

https://twitter.com/BirdlifeOz


 

 

  
Tom Brown Swimming Champion  

We congratulate Ruby for winning the Tom Brown 
swimming trophy for 2020. A RLPS student won the 
award last year too and we are very happy the 
same has happened this year. Drummoyne 
Swimming Club award the trophy each year and run 
programs for all ages. Many of our families 
including children and parents participate in 
friendly competition each week. 

Thank You 
Sophie in 1/2MY is very proud of her grandmother, 
Diane, who has made and donated recorder covers for 
the school as well as making quilts to raise money for 
the bushfire relief. Sophie especially loves a little pink 
quilt that her grandmother has nearly finished. 
Through the Lucky Book Club Sophie now has a 
sewing book kit to learn how to sew with her 
grandmother. 



 

 

 

  
  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  
  
  



 

 

 


